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Architecture: Dr. Pravin Bhiwapurkar  









Design: Dr. Claudia Rebola   

My work brings together design, science, and 
technology to experiment, design and 

prototype innovative interactive products in 
the realm of health 

 
My main research is on design for aging with 

focused areas on disability, health, 
technologies and robotics 

 I apply universal design, social innovation 
and participatory/co-design methods in 
designing products, from wearables to user 

experiences, tailored to the older adult 
population 

 My work is highly multidisciplinary and 
community-based advancing design thinking, 
methods and processes for conceptualization, 

fabrication and deployment of graphic, 
interface and product designs



Next Generation Robotic Intelligence that Provides 
Psycho-Social Support for Older Adults 
Role: Co-PI
Amount Funded: $999,803   
Sponsor: NSF
Dates:  08/2017-07/2020
Description: Partnership with Brown U. Hasbro, Butler Hospital 
and UC to “redesign” the robotic cat companion “joy for all” to 
give higher (more meaningful) health care support.

what is the next-generation robotic 
intelligence that provides psycho-social 
support for older adults?
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Rehabilitation Engineering Research Center on 
Supportive Technologies for Successful Aging with 
Disability
Role: Director of T3 component (PI: Sanford, J.) 
Amount Funded: $4.6 million
Sponsor: National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation 
Research 
Dates:  10/2013-9/2018
Description: Responsible for Universal Design training and 
competitions.

How can we train the next generation of 
designers to better design technologies for 
older adults?



Connecting with local communities - applied design 
thinking approach - designing engagement

what are the potential of technologies to 
empower daily living of older adults?
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How can we design data collection tools to 
better understand older adults?

Connecting with local communities - applied design 
thinking approach - designing engagement



Development of Non-Stigmatizing Hip Protection for 
Prevention of Fall-Related Injuries
Role: Design Researcher
Amount Funded: $225,000
Sponsor: NIH 
Dates:  08/2017-07/2018
Description: Grant to clinically test, design and evaluate hip 
protectors with a proprietary design cushioning for older adults.

How to design a utilitarian, embracing, 
integrated, attractive and comfortable hip 
protector as a tool for fall prevention?



Smart Environmental Prosthetics (NSF SCH)

A suite of personal and domestic design 
products to improve the quality of life for aging 
populations.  (Rebola, Kubley, Wizinsky)

Human Scale (wearables)
Domestic Scale (products/furniture)
Small Urban Scale (social connectivity)

Fashion/Textile Design
+ Industrial/Product Design 
+ Communication/Interaction Design 
+ Architecture (?)

NSF Smart + Connected Health (SCH)
Due: Dec 2019. Support up to $300k / 4 years

DAAP + 1819: Research, Design, Test, Showcase 

Other Collaborators: 
Gerontology, Nursing, Community Medicine … ?
Technology + Manufacturing partners … ?




